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Join us in Bali, a passage between worlds 
 
In Balinese cosmology the visible world (Sekala) and the invisible world (Niskala) are integrated 
realities, dimensions of a shared mysterium.   We approach Bali’s mystery with reverence, 
exploring our calling in her dynamic balance of opposing forces.   We are welcomed by her 
serenity, the initiatory force of her beauty, her mountains, oceans, sands, temples and stories.   
We honor the matter and mystery reflected in her landscape, culture, and her deities. 
 
For Sandplay, Bali holds a fervent echo of Kalff’s reverence for the Living Psyche, for the spirit in 
daily life and for healing through the timeless wisdom of the Self.  Through Sandplay, image, and 
symbol, we move between the conscious and unconscious, known and unknown, matter and 
mystery. The psyche is living, creative, and continually unfolding.  
 
The Living Psyche calls for our presence, our contributions, and our evolving wisdom.   
We hold in mind and heart our many therapists, teachers, researchers, students and friends of 
Sandplay whose passion continues to nourish others and our field, strengthening our bond 
around the world.  Through our work, the living psyche continues to find expression across 
cultures, generations, and communities.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Call for Proposals   
 
You are now invited to contribute to the 28th ISST Congress.    
 
We welcome proposals that address the conference theme from ISST members, sandplay 
therapists and advanced trainees, Jungian Analysts, and ISST affiliates. 
 

Matter therefore would contain the seed of spirit and spirit the seed of 
matter...the symbol has the great advantage of being able to unite... 
factors in a single image. 

C. G. Jung, CW 9i, para197 
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Topics that align with the theme Matter and Mystery:  The Living Psyche in Sandplay might 
include:                     

• The seen and unseen- psyche’s living bridge in Sandplay  
• Matter, mystery, and shared presence in Sandplay healing 
• Body, psyche, and symbolic expression 
• The numinous and presence of awe in Sandplay  
• Unity of opposites and activating the transcendent in Sandplay 
• Dora Kalff's legacy and reverence for the Living Psyche 
• Culture and the collective psyche in Sandplay 
• Research, innovation, and future directions in Sandplay 

Important Dates: 
Website portal will open for submissions: August 1, 2026 
Deadline (firm) for submissions:  October 31, 2026 
Registration Opens (including room reservations at special rate):  September 15, 2026 
Notification of Acceptance:  January 31, 2027 
Handouts due from presenters (electronic form):  August 1, 2027 
Conference:  August 16-20, 2027 
 
Presentation formats: 

• Seminar: Clinical/Theoretical topic with sandplay images (45 minute presentation time 
/15 minute discussion) 

• Case Study: Clinical/Theoretical topic with case study (45 minute presentation time/15 
minute discussion) 

• Experiential Workshop: (90 minutes) 
• Symposia/ Debate/Panel: Several brief presentations of a specific issue or question. 

One coordinator/moderator and two or three presenters (preferable from different 
Societies): (60 minutes presentation time/30 minute discussion) 

• Research Paper: (20 minutes). Research papers will be presented in “Research 
Roundtable” seminars with several research projects with time for discussion.  Concept 
papers, selected topics in sandplay research, and completed research projects are 
welcome. 

• Research Poster (maximum size- 48" x 36"; 120 cm X 91 cm) 
 
Questions? ISSTBali2027@gmail.com 
 

Guidelines for Submission 
 

As you prepare to submit your proposal, please consider the following guidelines. 
 
Presenters 
For all presentations except panel discussions, a maximum of two presenters is permitted.  If 
the primary presenter is not an ISST Teaching Member, you will be asked to identify an ISST 
Teaching Member Sponsor.   
 
The TM Sponsor agrees to:  
 1) Review the workshop with the presenter/s in advance, and  
 2) Be present (in-person) for the workshop.   
 
For panel presentations, please identify the moderator and up to three panelists (preferably 
representing more than one Member Society). 

mailto:ISSTBali2027@gmail.com
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All presenters are expected to register for and attend the Congress. 
 

All presenters will be responsible for bringing their presentations on a USB flash drive.  The 
computer, projector, screen, and microphones will be available as indicated.  Handouts 
(electronic version, without case material) are due by August 1, 2027. 
 

Presenters understand that no honorariums or expense reimbursements will be paid to 
presenters or panelists.  If desired, presenters are responsible for bringing hard copies of their 
handouts, supplies for experiential activities, or covering other extraordinary costs associated 
with their presentation.  
 
Presentations 
Presentations and submissions are in English. You will be asked to provide a title, abstract, 
workshop description, learning objectives, and references. 
 

• Title- (Maximum 100 characters, about12 words.) Use direct and clear language that 
invites sandplay therapists into your workshop.  An acceptable title relates to the 
session description and specific approaches or clinical topics.   

• Abstract- (Maximum 800 characters, about 125 words.) The brief abstract will appear in 
the brochure to invite our audience into your presentation.  Concisely provide the 
purpose of your presentation. Write to the conference theme and identify key concepts 
as these relate to sandplay therapy research or practice. 

• Presentation Summary- (300-500 words)  This summary will be reviewed by the 
selection committee.  Please describe the purpose and relevance of your presentation, 
its connection to our theme, an overview of the content and key concepts, and what the 
audience can expect to experience (lecture, case material, images, discussion, 
experiential components–if applicable, etc.)   

• Bibliography- (Maximum of seven citations.)  In APA format, list the primary references 
that support your topic and will be cited during your presentation.  Include at least three 
references from a peer reviewed source within the past 10 years. 

• Learning objectives-  List 2-3 learning objectives that describe what you hope 
participants will be able to apply to their work by attending your presentation.  
Objectives should be one sentence each and start with an active verb such as describe, 
define, identify, explain, apply, distinguish, etc.  (Do not use words such as understand 
or learn.) 
 

Although recording is not required, we encourage presenters to grant permission for their 
presentations to be recorded and made available to both remote and in-person registrants 
through a secure platform for a limited time. This will allow those unable to attend to benefit 
from the learning opportunity.  Presenters shall keep this in mind as they prepare their content.   
 

Presenters using case material are expected to protect client confidentiality by using 
pseudonyms and disguising identifying information. They need also to obtain appropriate client 
permission to present the material at this international conference. 

Submissions 
Submissions are accepted electronically through the ISST Bali Website beginning 1 August 
2026:  https://confenta.com/en/isst-congress/ 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

2027 ISST Congress Planning Committee 
Lorraine R. Freedle, STA-Hawaiʻi (Chair); Heather Lesley-Swan, STANZA-Australia;  Cai Chenghou CSST-China; 

Mariana Foo, IM-Indonesia;  Angeline Suwardi, Indonesia; and Loh Kar Heng, TSST-Taiwan 

https://confenta.com/en/isst-congress/submissions/

